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Flight to Freedom: Hungarian Refugees 


niles for members of a Hungarian refugee family, a W.C.C.-C.W.S. case, as they leave the U.S. Em- 


bassy in Vienna. The resettlement of refugees remains a major W.C.C. responsibility in 1957. 


SERVICE TO REFUGEES 


A W.C.C. staff worker—one of 120 now in Austria 
helps a Hungarian refugee to obtain permission to 
go to the United States (see cover). 


A Hungarian refugee pastor gives a Bible to a 
refugee family who have just crossed the border. 
Maintaining pastoral services for the refugees is a 
big W.C.C. task. 


-C.W.S. secretary for con- 


John D. Metzler, W.C.C. 
tributed goods, and W.C.C. worker Ruth Black 
examine layettes made by church women for Hun- 
garian refugee children. 


REVIEW AND PREVIEW 


The Hungarian situation appears to be t| 
development that most directly affected t! 
whole life and activity of the World Council | 
Churches in 1956. 

Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, executive secs 
tary of the New York office of the W.C.G) | 
a year-end round-up and forecast of events 
1957, recalled that the meeting of the ecume 
cal body’s Central Committee in Hungary ’ 
August was the first time any meeting of t 
Council had been held in Eastern Europe. 

“A few weeks after the meeting, the stru 
for freedom from Soviet domination broke o 
The subsequent flight of refugees from Hunga 
presented one of the sharpest challenges t 
Council has had to face,” 

The way in which the emergency was & 
provided convincing illustration of what! 
means to have an instrument which can UA 
the churches for needed service in any paft 
the world,” Dr. Cavert commented. 

By the end of 1956 there were 120 work 
attached to the Service to Refugees of the Wo: 
Council of Churches working in Austria. Gi 
of Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churel 
around the world which make up the W.C 
had enabled the Council to take a major paft 
the reception and resettlement of the Hungaré 
refugees. 

Officials of the Division of Inter-Church 4 
and Service to Refugees of the W.C.C. estim: 
that total resettlement figures for 1956 will 
around 30,000. A record breaking figure # 
19,000 had already been hit in November wh! 
the Hungarian influx began. Between 3000 a! 
1000 Hungarian refugees were moved in v 
last two months. 


Focus on U.S. in 1957 


“In prospect it appears that while the task 
relocating and resettling approximately 35,0é 
of the Hungarian refugees will be a main 
sponsibility of the World Council in 1957, t 
member churches in the U.S.A. will be illustrt 
ing another very different type of service,” I 
Cavert says. 

The first major Faith and Order Conferet 

» be held on the North American contindi 
will take place at Oberlin College, Oberk 
Ohio, September 3-10, 1957. 


he says. 
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Ecumenical conversations—study groups com- 
ed of members of different denominations— 
e underway in some 300 local communities in 
ore than thirty states as groups across the 
ation prepare for the Oberlin conference. 
The 90-member Central Committee of the 
orld Council is scheduled to convene at Yale 
niversity Divinity School, July 30-August 7. 
idway between the 1954 world Assembly held 

Evanston, Ill, and the 1960 Assembly 
Iheduled for Asia, this meeting of the Com- 
Fittee will be an important one. 


ission and the W.C.C. 


The missionary concern as it is linked with 
e World Council of Churches will be a major 
pic of discussion again in 1957. 

The Central Committee of the W.C.C. voted 
consider integration with the International 
issionary Council. A proposal put forth by the 
bint Committee of the W.C.C. and the I.M.C. 
oked toward integration by 1960. 

Methods of achieving integration will be 
msidered at the next meeting of the W.C.C. 
entral Committee in August and by the ILM.C. 
@hen it meets at Christmas-time, 1957, on the 
old Coast. 


ast Asia 


Churches in East Asia will come together 
March 18-27, 1957, at Prapat, Sumatra, on the 
woks of Lake Toba, for a meeting to determine 
jeir future relationship to the World Council 
© Churches and the International Missionary 
buncil. Helping to make arrangements for the 
tnference is Mr. Kyaw Than, a young Burmese 
Mhristian leader, who has been serving the 
orld Student Christian Federation as an asso- 
Sate general secretary. 

1 Mr. Kyaw Than was appointed acting joint 
ast Asia Secretary for the W.C.C.-I.M.C. for 
whe year from the time he left his work with 
Hie Federation. The former secretary for East 


representative conference of Asian 
Tiurchmen from member churches of the 
)/.CC. and national Christian councils—from 
akistan in the west to Japan in the east—will 
ncentrate on “The Common Evangelistic Task 
_the Churches in East Asia.” There will be 
Insultants from I.M.C. and W.C.C., national 


missionary councils, and observers from non- 
member churches. 


Growth of the W.C.C. 


Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, noted that the World 
Council of Churches had grown from the fifty 
churches which participated in the provisional 
organization in 1946 to 165 Protestant, Angli- 
can, and Orthodox churches from some fifty 
nations which are engaged in the work of the 
Council today. 

But in commenting on the Council’s growth, 
the general secretary emphasized that “By our 
very nature we are in the strict sense a service 
agency and we must resist every move toward 
making the Council a centralized executive body 
apart from the churches which compose it.” 

Dr. Visser ’t Hooft mentioned that in 1956 
the meeting of the Executive Committee in 
Australia and the Central Committee in Hun- 
gary gave the Council opportunity to come into 
close contact with churches in its membership 
“not only the leadership but with their con- 
gregations and members.” 

On the subject of “grass roots” participation, 
he said it varied widely but that there is “a 
constantly growing army of those in whose 
Christian life participation in the ecumenical 
movement has become a spiritual fact and 
necessity.” 


Ahead in 1957 


On the immediate agenda of the World 
Council of Churches is the meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee in Geneva, February 4-8, 
1957. Here the business of the coming year will 
be discussed in detail. 

What of the relations with the Russian 
Orthodox Churches which have been the sub- 
ject of discussion at the last two Central Com- 
mittee meetings? What of the resolution passed 
at last summer's meeting which called for a 
visit of World Council representatives to 
churches within the People’s Republic of China 
“whenever such a visit would be welcome’? 
These are concerns of the Executive Committee. 

And as Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the 
W.C.C. Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees, has warned, the solution of 
the Hungarian refugee problem will by no 


(Continued on page 5) 


ed 


Summer Visitors from Abroad 


Summer speaking schedules for distinguished 
churchmen from abroad are now being arranged by 
the U.S. Conference for the World Council of 
Churches. Those who are interested in booking speak- 
ers should contact Miss Eleanor Kent Browne, W.C.C., 
156 Fifth Ave., New. York 10, N.Y. 


Those visitors from abroad who are available for 
speaking engagements include: Australia: Rev. John 
Garrett, Rev. Alan Walker, Rev. Colin W. Williams; 
British West Indies: Rev. Philip Potter; Egypt: Dr. 
A. S. Atiya; England: Dr. Eric Baker, Rev. L. S. 
Champion, Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, Dr. Norman Goodall, 
Rey. Cecil Northcott, Mr. Frank Northam, Dr. Ernest 
A. Payne, Prof. Alan Richardson, Rev. Kenneth 
Slack; Germany: Dr. Hans H. Harms, Dr. Hanns 
Lilje, Pastor Martin Niemoeller, Dr. H. G. Renke- 
witz, Dr. H. H. Wolf; Netherlands: Dr. Hendrik 
Barkhof, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft; Nigeria: Bishop 
A. W. Howells; India: Principal Russell Chandran, 
Dr. V. E. Devadutt, Dr. R. B. Manikam, Bishop 
Lesslie Newbigin, Mr. R. D. Paul; Pakistan: Dr. An- 
drew Thakur Das; Scotland: Dr. John Baillie, Prof. 
David Cairns, Prof. W. S. Tindal; Sweden: Dr. Nils 
Ehrenstrom, Rev. Bengt-Thure Molander; Switzer- 
land: Rey. Hans-Ruedi Weber; Wales: Dr. Elfan Rees. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompson, 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Council 
unites 165 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant 
communions in 50 countries. Neither the 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches is 
responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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READ EPS 


In 1957, keep informed about 
the Church around the world 
through Ecumenical Press Service 
—a weekly digest of significant 
religious news. 

Now in its 24th year of pro- 
viding ecumenical news, EPS is 
sponsored by: the World Council 
of Churches, the International 
Missionary Council, the United 
Bible Societies, the World Alli- 
ance of YMCA’s, the World AI- 
liance of YWCA’s the World’s 
Student Christian Association, 
the World Council of Christian 
Education. 

Annual subscription: $5 per 
year, 5 pages weekly. Write: 
World Council of Churches, 156 
Fifth Avenue, New York 10. 


Ecumenical Exhibition 


An ecumenical exhibition to present th 
World Council of Churches to the people of 
major French city opened in Lyons on Janua 
Il. A large display of photographs, maps, pis 
tures and works of art is on show in the & 
permanent exhibition gallery. Hundreds 
posters have appeared in the city streets ar 
shop windows. The opening of the exhibit wi 
attended by representatives of the municipi 
authority, leading citizens, the general secretat 
of the World Council of Churches, and a rey 
sentative of the cardinal of Lyons. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Library-Pacific School 
1798 Scenic Ave. 
Gallidts 


Berkley, 


PAID 


New York, N.Y... 


MENICAL INSTITUTES 
ED FOR STATES 


The Ecumenical Movement and the Local 
arch” is the theme for a series of summer 
menical institutes for ministers and laity to 
held in such key areas as Boston, Dallas-Fort 
brth, Chicago, and New York-Philadelphia. 
mong the 25 well-known lecturers, most 
hom will be in this country to attend the 
atral Committee of the World Council of 
arches at Yale University Divinity School in 
st, is the Council's honorary president, the 
ht Reverend Dr. G. K. A. Bell, Bishop of 
hester. Dr. Martin Niemoeller, Germany; 
op Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South 
ia; and Metropolitan James of Melita are to 
icipate. 

lan of the institutes is an ecumenical venture 
lf. In each major area many seminaries are 
nsoring the institutes jointly. Local councils 
hurches are cooperating. The U.S. Confer- 
e of the World Council of Churches is help- 
to arrange the series. 

he summer institutes, most of them five days 
ength, seek to bring the ecumenical move- 
t and the local church into direct contact. 

in the Dallas-Fort Worth area the Ecumenical 
Ritute planned for August 26-30 will be held 
the campus of Perkins School of Theology, 
tthern Methodist University. Sponsors are 
§ seminaries in Texas and Oklahoma. The 
fton area Ecumenical Institute is scheduled 
July 7-12 at the Boston University School of 
Hology, sponsored by six leading New 
ipland seminaries. 

Wcumenical Institutes will be held simultane- 
ly at the Federated Theological Faculty, 
versity of Chicago, and Garrett Biblical In- 
ite, Evanston, Ill., August 12-16, with six 
Hwestern seminaries as sponsors. Drew Uni- 
sity Theological Seminary, Madison, N.J., is 
& scene for the Ecumenical Institute in the 
Sw York-Philadelphia area, July 22-26, where 
se seminaries are co-sponsors. 

sButler University School of Religion, Indian- 
lis, Ind.; Huron College, London, Ontario; 
Stephen's College, Edmonton, Alberta; and 
: her Theological Seminary, Saskatoon, Sas- 
jchewan; will have special ecumenical lec- 
2ships in regular summer schools. 


New Staff Member 


Miss Roberta Riggleman, former member of 
the staff of Together, new Methodist magazine, 
arrived in Geneva, Switzerland, on Jan. 15 to 
take up her new duties as Secretary for Pub- 
licity in the Department of Information of the 
World Council of Churches. She succeeds Miss 
Betty Thompson, now Secretary for Public 
Relations in the New York office of the W.C.C. 

For three years Miss Riggleman was assistant 
news editor of the Christian Advocate, Meth- 
odism’s official weekly news journal. She has also 
worked for the United Press. 

The new publicity secretary covered the 1954 
Evanston Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. Miss Riggleman is a graduate of 
Morris Harvey College, Charleston, W. Va., and 
has a Master of Science degree from the Gradu- 
ate School of Journalism, Columbia University. 


“Assignment in Unity” 


“Assignment in Unity,’ a color slide set on the 
World Council of Churches today, is available with 
a mimeographed script. Cost of the set of 59 color 
ae made by W.C.C. photographer John P. Taylor 
is $12. 

The set shows in brief the story of the W.C.C. 
from the Amsterdam Assembly to the present. It dis- 
cusses the post-Evanston structure of the Council and 
shows in a series of excellent Kodachrome slides such 
specific work of the Council as inter-church aid and 
refugee resettlement. 

The different traditions and the personalities from 
many nations which make up the World Council are 
stressed in “Assignment in Unity.” This visual aid 
to ecumenical education can be ordered from the 
World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth Ave., New 
Yorks 10; UNLY- 


“Complaints are frequently heard that the 
ecumenical movement fails to connect with the 
local church. Here is the opportunity for min- 
isters and laymen interested in the ecumenical 
movement to study it more closely with those 
deeply involved in it,” says the Rev. Walter D. 
Wagoner, executive director of the Rockefeller 
Brothers Theological Fellowship Program. 

Mr. Wagoner, who helped to coordinate the 
Evanston Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in 1954, is making arrangements for 
the institutes. For further information concern- 
ing the program in various areas, preliminary 
inquiries should be addressed to: The Rev. 
Walter D. Wagoner, 163 Nassau Street, Prince- 
ton, N.J. 
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RACIAL RESEARCH PROJECT 
CONDUCTED BY W.C.C. 


A new racial research 
project to discover how 
the practical experience 
of Christians working 
for better race relations 
in one country can be 
helpful to those in other 
parts of the world is be- 
ing undertaken by Dr. 
J. Oscar ..Lee for the 
World Council of 
Churches. 


Dr. J. Oscar Lee 


The project will be assisted by a $3500 
grant-in-aid from the Fund for the Republic 
to the United States Conference for the World 
Council of Churches. 


The National Council of Churches in the 
US.A. is making available the services of Dr. 
Lee, executive director of its Department of 
Racial and Cultural Relations. 


Dr. Lee left on January 14 for a three-month 
visit which will take him to Northern and 
Southern Rhodesia, Kenya, Pakistan, India, 
Ceylon, and Malaya. He will meet in each place 
those most active in the struggle for improved 
race relations. 


At each center Dr. Lee will try to discover 
how far his American experiences can be ap- 
plied. The research project will also attempt to 
determine how far methods used elsewhere can 
be used in the United States and how the World 
Council of Churches could give more help to 
those working in the field whether in the United 
States or other countries, according to Dr. 
Cavert. 


(Continued from page 3) 


means be the end of the refugee problem. How 
the churches can sustain the large financial 
program necessary to care for the needs of 
homeless people across the world will again 
engage the attention of the churches in 1957. 
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Bossey Schedules 
Summer Courses 


“The Missionary Nature of the Church” 
be studied by missionaries and pastors attends 
the summer course at the Ecumenical Institu 
Bossey, Switzerland, June 15-29, 1957. Desig 
for those from both “younger” and “olds 
churches, the two-week course is under the les 
ership of Dr. Charles C. West, assistant direc 
of the Institute. 7 | 

“Our purpose will be to elucidate the 
in which churches and missions stand as € 
gelizing agencies in the modern world,” 
Dr. West. To bring out the “oneness 
crisis without prejudice to geographical vari 
and “to think toward a new concept of mi sis 
and evangelism adequate to the realities we Tat 
are other objectives. ; 

The Vacation Course for Laymen from J 
10-20 will consider the question of “The” 
tice of Christian Living in a Changing We 
Group discussions and lectures will examine 
problem of Christian living raised for thos 
vocations not related to the Church. The pl 
and relevance of devotions, the problem @ 
particular Christian policy for one’s job, 
solidarity with one’s non-religious neighbor € 
against the practice of piety will be discusses 

For information concerning these two co 
application should be made at once to 
Eleanor Kent Browne, Administrative Secret: 
World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
N.Y. 10, N.Y. 

The summer course for Theological Studd 
at Bussey is scheduled for July 25-Aug. 
“The Christian Apostolate Today: Our ¢ 
ereignty and Subjection” is the theme. This 
include an examination of the way Christiz 
has become subject to the world and how iti 
asserted the world’s concept of sovereig 
Institutionalism versus personal witness, € 
gelism in the “bourgeois parish”, and evange 

under political pressure are among spe 
problems to be discussed. ) 

There will be 25% participation of / 
theological students. Students should appl 
the Rev. Richard Heaton, Interseminary Mb) 
ment, National Council of Churches, 257 Fo 
Avenue, N.Y. 10, N.Y. 


